
 

HISTORY PROGRESSION OF SUBSTANTIVE 
KNOWLEDGE 

 
  



EYFS- Reception  

Understanding the World ELG: Past and Present  

Children at the expected level of development will: *Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; *Know some 

similarities and differences between things in the past and now drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; * Understand the 

past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

Autumn Spring  Summer 
Retrieval from F1:  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history. Spend time with children 
talking about photos and memories. Encourage 
children to retell what their parents told them 
about their life-story and family. (Linked to the RE 
topic – Myself) 
 
Talk about their own families and how once they 
were children too like us/ look at photos of staff 
as children.  
Create simple class timeline visual to show events 
that happened before/ at the same time and after 
they were born to be added to throughout the 
year.  
 
Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past  
Use the story of the Little Red Hen as a hook to 
compare farming methods from the past to the 
present. Look at images and artefacts. 
 
Talk about celebrations that the children take part 
in. Look back at their birthdays and Christmas 
from the past using images and artefacts.  

Retrieval  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history.  
Comment on images of familiar situations 
(Christmas, Harvest etc) 
 
 Recap of work with photos and memories on 
class timelines environment timeline -  
 
 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 
Use the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ using 
sequencing; looking at from caterpillar to 
butterfly; days of the week and months  
 
Use the story of Jack and the Beanstalk focus on 
length of time for beanstalk to grow; changes in 
Jack’s life through the story  

 

Retrieval  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history.  
 
Compare/contrast characters from stories 
 Recap of work with photos and memories on 
class timelines/ story maps from Key texts  
 
 
Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past.  
Think about how people used to travel before cars 
and trains. Look at artefacts/ images /listen to 
accounts of how people in our local area used to 
travel.  
Explore similarities and differences. 
Visit to East Park. Accounts and images of East 
Park in the past. What is the same? What is 
different?  
 



Invite a visitor to tell accounts and show artefacts 
about Christmas in the past.  
What does their home look like at Christmas, look 
at images of what people’s homes used to look 
like at Christmas? How are they the same? How 
are they different?  

 

 

 

 

Black History  

Retrieval Year 1 Retrieval Year 2 Retrieval Year 3 
The children will 
have seen nurses in 
EYFS when they 
come into school for 
the Flu 
Immunisation 
programme.  
 
The children will 
mostly likely have 
experiences of the 
occupation of nurse 
and or doctor and 
medicine in their 
own lives. They will 
know that they care 
for sick people. 

I can tell you:        

Mary Seacole was 

born in Jamaica.  

Mary learned about 

medicine from her 

mother.  

Mary Seacole was a 

nurse during the 

Crimean War. 

 

Knowledge of Mary 
Seacole and her 
achievements.  

I can tell you: 
 
Dr Mae Jemison was the 
first African American 
women to become an 
astronaut . 
 
As a child she was very 
interested in science.  
 
She is also a trained doctor 
and a trained dancer.    
 
 

Children will know 
about the achievements 
of Mary Seacole and Dr 
Mae Jemison. 
 
Pupils will have some 
understanding that Mary 
Seacole was not 
remembered in the same 
way that Florence 
Nightingale was because 
of the colour of her skin.  
 
  

I can tell you: 
 
Rosa Parks was an African 
American woman.  
 
At this time racial 
segregation took place in 
America. 
 
Rosa refused to give up her 
seat to a white man, so she 
was arrested for breaking the 
segregation laws.  
 
 



Retrieval Year 4 Retrieval Year 5 Retrieval Year 6 
Rosa Parks refused 
to give her seat on 
a bus for a white 
man, this resulted 
in/ was the start of 
the Montgomery 
bus boycott in 
Alabama America in 
1955 

I can tell you:         

Paul Stephenson is a 

British civil rights 

activist. 

In Bristol, in 1963 Paul 

witnessed the racism 

that many Caribbean 

immigrants were 

facing.  

Inspired by the work 

of civil rights activists 

in the United States 

Paul called for a bus 

boycott.  

Knowledge of the story of 
Rosa Parks and the 
Montgomery boycott this 
lead to.  
Pupils will have heard of 
Martin Luther King in 
association with this 
story.  
They will also know that 
similar events happened 
in Bristol. 
 

I can tell you: 
Martin Luther King was a 
civil rights activist whose 
peaceful protests resulted in 
the end of segregation laws 
in America. 
 
His most famous speech 
was ‘I have a Dream’. It 
was about racial equality. 
 
Martin Luther King was 
assassinated in 1968.  

That racial injustice and 
prejudice took place in 
the past.  
Knowledge of all of the 
inspirational people of 
colour that they have 
studied through school 
and the part they played 
in challenging the 
discrimination they 
faced.  

I can tell you: 
Jesse Owens was a black 
American Sprinter who 
competed at the Berlin 
Olympics in 1936. 
 
Adolph Hilter was infuriated 
when Jesse Owens won. 
 
Jesse Owens faced racism 
and prejudice in America too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



British History: 

Key Stage One – Autumn Term   

Retrieval Year 1 Retrieval Year 2 
Understanding the World ELG:  
Children will have knowledge of some 
similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now – . 
 
Children will have developed an 
understanding of the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 
 

N.C:  Changes within living memory  

 

I can tell you: 

• Today we play with toys and 

games and children in the past 

played with toys and games.  

• Technology has changed how 

we play games and what toys 

are made of. 

• The toys my parents played with 

are mostly different to my own, 

but some are the same. 

• The toys my grandparents 

played with are mostly different 

to my own, but some are the 

same. 

• Toys can be ordered according to 

how old they are. 

• How a range of artefacts were 

used for and how they were 

played with. 

• The main differences between 

toys I play with and the ones 

my parents/ grandparents 

played with.  

Knowledge from Y1: Changes within 
living memory: That artefacts can be 
ordered according to their age. 
That technology had caused these 

changes.  

changed from grandparents (long 

ago) were young and their parents 

were young.  

recall some of the main differences in 

toys from past and how they were 

used. 

 

N.C:  Changes within living memory; 
lives of sig. individuals (inc. from one 
locality) and how they have impacted 
on national/international events 
 
I can tell you: 

• Technology has changed how 
we travel around the world. 

  
• Neil Armstrong was an 

American Astronaut, who 
travelled to the moon over 50 
years ago (1969)  

 

• Amy Johnson was a British 
Aviator who flew solo from 
London to Australia over 100 
years ago (1930) 
(social/cultural) 

 

• Amy Johnson is significant in 
the city of Hull. 
 

• Captain Cook was a British 
Explorer over 200 years ago. 
(1770) 

 



British History 

Key Stage Two Years 3 and 4 – Autumn Term   

Retrieval Year 3 Retrieval Year 4 
Retrieve the following knowledge 

from year KS1: 

-plot on timeline the 

explorations/significant people of 

Neil Armstrong, Amy Johnson and 

Captain Cook 

- artefacts can help to explain/show 

how things have changed 

-advances in technology causes 

change (toys, transport) 

-use own experience/knowledge to 

make links to periods of time e.g. 

dinosaurs, grandparents 

 

NC: Changes in British history from 

stone age to iron age. 

 I can tell you:  
• How long the Stone age, Bronze 

age and Iron age lasted 
• How food and farming changed 

in Britain during the Stone age. 

(social/cultural) 

• How clothing and housing 

changed in Britain during the 

Bronze age. 

• How weapons and resources 

changed in Britain during the 

Iron Age. (social/cultural) 

• That advances in technology 

(metal work) led to changes in 

the home and in weapons. 

• As weapons/resources improved 

in Britain, more groups of people 

from outside Britain wanted to 

trade or invade. (political) 

• State the main 

changes/differences between 

each Age and what that means 

for us in this era.  

Pupils will have the opportunity to 
retrieve the following knowledge 
from year 3 and KS1. 
-It is important that pupils 
understand this unit as a 
continuation of the story which 
started at the Stone Age and 
continued through the Bronze and 
Iron Ages until the coming of the 
Romans 
-Pupils will understand why the 
Romans left Britain and the influence 
the Anglo-Saxons had on that 
decision 
-Pupils understand the impact the 
Romans had on Britain   
-Pupils should appreciate the fact 
that the Romans helped us with the 
creation of roads, aqueducts, 
sanitary systems, etc. 
-Links to geography Y3– Pupils 
know where the Romans came from.  
 

NC: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots. 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 

 
I can tell you: 

• How Britain changed between 
the end of the Roman 
occupation and the Saxons and 
Scots taking control. 

• How the Anglo-Saxons 
attempted to bring law and 
order into the country. 
(political) 

• That during the Anglo-Saxon 
period, Britain was divided into 
many kingdoms. (political) 

• How Britain changed during 
the many Saxon/Viking 
Conflicts. (social/cultural) 

• Give reasons why the Vikings 
frequently won battles with the 
Anglo-Saxons. (technology) 



British History 

Key Stage Two Years 5 and 6 – Autumn Term 

Retrieval Year 5 Retrieval Year 6 
Pupils will have the opportunity to 
retrieve the following knowledge from 
years 3/4 and KS1. 
 
Links to Black History: MLK, Rosa 
Parks that in the past some people 
were prejudice against people 
because of the colour of their skin.  
 
Links to previous conflicts: 
Roman Empire, 
 
Links to Geography of Europe in Year 
3. 

NC: a local history study (Hull Blitz) 

I can tell you: 

• World War 2 happened between 

1939 – 1945. (political) 

• The worst days of damage in 

Hull occurred in 1941 -this was 

called the Hull Blitz. 

• The city of Hull was a target for 

German Luftwaffe, because of its 

position on the East Coast of 

England. (political) 

• Children and pregnant mothers 

living in Hull were evacuated to 

the countryside. (social/ 

cultural)  

• World War Two had an impact 

on the people of Hull. (social/ 

cultural) 

• World War Two on had a huge 

impact on the city of Hull. 

(social/cultural) 

Pupils will have the opportunity to 
retrieve the following knowledge 
from years 3 and 4. 
-The Roman army invaded Britain 
and the tactics, armour and 
weapons that they used.   
-The invasion of the Anglos – 
Saxons, the tactics, armour and 
weapons that they used. 
-The invasion of the Vikings the 
tactics, armour and weapons that 
they used. 
-They will also have knowledge of 
World War 2 from Year 5 and the 
devastation caused during the Hull 
Blitz.  
-As technology has improved the 
development of more complex 
machinery led to stronger, larger and 
more damaging weapons. 
-As emperors, warriors and kings 
invade new countries they are 
looking to take control of the land 
and people, causing battles for this 
power. (political) 
 
 
 

NC: a study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

I can tell you: 

• Since the Celts were invaded by 
Romans there have been many 
significant conflicts in Britain.  

• There were many reasons for 
conflicts and consequences of 
these -often a change in 
power, monarch or politics.  

• Advances in technology have 
resulted in armour and 
weapons changing over time. 

• Using technology, the 
development of strategy and 
formation has helped tribes to 
win battles.  

• As technology improved battles 
moved from land and sea to 
air.   

 

 



Key Stage One – Summer Term 

Retrieval Year 1 Retrieval Year 2 
• Pupils will have the 

opportunity to retrieve the 
following knowledge from 
EYFS and Yr 1Autumn Term 

 
• Recap vocabulary from EYFS 

and Autumn term by plotting 
them on a timeline.  

• To recall the role of a nurse.  

• To reacll who Mary Seacole 
was and her role during the 
Crimean war and to plot this 
on a timeline 100 years ago. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N.C: Events beyond living memory  Lives 

of sig. individuals (inc. from one locality) 

and how they have impacted on 

national/international events. 

(social/cultural) 

I can tell you. 

• Florence Nightingale was born in 

Florence, Italy over a 100 years 

ago.  

• Florence Nightingale was a nurse 

during the Crimean War. 

• The Crimean war was over 100 

years ago.  

• Florence Nightingale came from 

a rich family. 

• Florence is a significant because 

she taught others about how to 

keep hospitals and patients 

clean.  

• Mary Murdoch is significant in 

our local area/Hull. 

• Mary Murdoch was the first lady 

(GP) doctor in Hull. 

• Technology has changed 
how we travel around the 
world. 

• Technology has changed 
how we play games and 
what toys are made of. (Y1) 

• To recall who the Queen of 
England is.   

 
  

 

NC: Events beyond living memory 
(social/cultural) 
 
I can tell you: 

• Over 100 years ago, the ruler 
of England was Queen 
Victoria. 

• She ruled for 64 years, this 
was called the Victorian period.   

• During this time, families 
stayed in the United Kingdom 
for their holidays.  

• Holidays were different for rich 
and poor families. 

• Many people visited the seaside 
for the fresh air and 
entertainment.  

• Entertainment at the seaside 
has changed over time.  

• Beach clothing has changed 
over time.  

 

 

 



World History 

Key Stage Two Years 3 and 4 – Summer Term   

Retrieval Year 3 Retrieval Year 4 
Retrieve the following knowledge 

from year 3 and KS1. 

  

-continuation of the knowledge which 

started at the Stone Age to Iron Ages  

-changes in technology 

  

-invasion and travellers to Britain -

significant people (see KS1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NC: Changes in British History from the 

stone age; the Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain  

 I can tell you: 

• How the Celts defended 

themselves against the Romans.  

• Romans believed in many Gods.  

• How Christianity was introduced 

into Britain. 

• Daily life for Romans was 

different depending on if they 

rich or poor.  

• How Britain changed because of 

Romanisation. (technology. 

social, cultural)   

• Romans were the inventors of 

many technologies and products 

we use today.  

• To know how significant 

Romans impacted Britain -Julius 

Caesar, Boudica, Claudius 

• Why the Roman Empire in ended 

and what happened in Britain as 

a result 

Retrieve the following knowledge 
from year 4 and year 3. 
 
-What was happening in Britain 
around the same time.  (Timelines) 
 
-During the Stone Age people 
communicated using symbols such 
as cave paintings, then they spoke 
basic phrases, until the Romans 
taught them Latin.  
 
-Retrieval knowledge of slavery from 
Black History and Ancient Egyptians.  

 

NC: Egyptians   3100BC – 30AD 
 
I can tell you: 
 

• Egypt is found on the continent 
of Africa. 

• The Ancient Egyptian 
civilisation lasted around 30 
centuries.  

• The Ancient Egyptians believed 
in many Gods.  

• The Egyptians believed their 
body needed to be preserved on 
Earth for their soul to have 
eternal life. (belief) 

• Daily life for Ancient Egyptians 
was different depending where 
they were on a hierarchal 
system (social/ cultural) 

• Childhood in Ancient Egypt 
was different depending on 
whether you were a boy or a 
girl. (social/cultural) 

• Ancient Egyptians were the 
inventors of many technologies 
and products we still use 
today. 



World History 

Key Stage Two Years 5 and 6 – Summer Term   

Retrieval Year 5 Retrieval Year 6 
Retrieve the following knowledge 
from Romans Y3 – Links to new 
learning of Romans invading Greece. 
- Comparisons to Egyptians, and 
Egyptians Gods and beliefs.  
- Comparisons to knowledge of the 
Romans. 
- Comparisons to childhood of other 
civilisations and present day.  

 

NC: Ancient Greece – a study of Greek 

life and achievements and their influence 

on the western world. 

I can tell you: 
• The Ancient Greek civilisation 

lived in mainland Greece and 
some of the islands in the 
Mediterranean Sea.  

• The Ancient Greek civilisation 

lasted from approximately 776BC 

until 480 BC.  

• The Ancient Greeks believed in 

many Gods.  

• The Ancient Greeks believed that 

Gods and Goddesses looked over 

them.  

• Daily life for Ancient Greeks was 

different depending on which 

state they lived in. 

• Childhood in Ancient Greece was 

different depending upon 

whether you were a boy or a girl 

(social/cultural) 

• The Ancient Greeks were the 

inventors of many technologies, 

Retrieve the following knowledge 
from other ancient civilisations. 
 
- Comparisons to Egyptians, and 
Egyptians Gods. 
- Comparisons to Ancient Greek 
knowledge.  
-  Knowledge of other religions from 
RE.  
 
-During the Stone Age people 
communicated using symbols such 
as cave paintings, then they spoke 
basic phrases, until the Romans 
taught them Latin. 
 
Opportunities for retrieval to Britain 
using school timeline. 
-Hierarchy systems learnt in 
Egyptians, and during Autumn 
Conflict.  

 

NC: a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British history. 
 
I can tell you: 

• The Maya civilisation began 
the continent of Central 
America.  

• The Maya civilisation lasted 
approximately 2000 years.  

• The Mayans believed in many 
Gods and believed their rulers 
could speak to their Gods. 

• Daily life for the Maya was 
different depending where they 
were on the hierarchal system. 

• Childhood during the Maya 
civilisation was very differently 
to childhood today. 
(social/cultural) 

• The Maya were inventors of 
many technologies, products 
and achievements that we still 
use today.  

• The decline of the Maya 
civilisation remains a mystery. 

 



products and achievements that 

we still use today. 

 

 


